
Engineer Jain asked the Council what should be done about the 
over-crowded conditions in the store rooms; stating that he had 
reported the matter to the County Health authorities, and they-
come to us, asking what lie want them to do, and that it is apparently 
up to the Oity to take some action. Be a.tated-tbat the owners of 
these stores are charging from $25.00 to $.40.00 per month for these 
Tao.nt storerooms, with no sanitary oonditions, except the bare 
miniIllum. 

Following a discussion of this matter, Counoilman Powell moved 
that the C1ty.Attorney be instructed to investigate this condition 
and make a recommendation to the Oity Engineer as soon as pOSSible, 
as to the neoessary procedure to follow to comba.t this oondi tion. 
Councilman Babcook seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

Mayor IIcGuire instructed Olerk Bartlett to arrange for a meet
ing with the Associated Assessment Engineers on Thursday, september 
30th, at 5:00 o'olock P.M.; and for a meeting with the Defense coun
cil at 6:00 P.M., the same day. 

counoilman Babcook moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Counoilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, whioh was carried 
by the. following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: ,Babcook, CUOcci, 
Hitohoook, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: - COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 9:20 P.M., on motion of Counoilman CUoci, seoonded by Coun
oilman Baboock, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

oJtGrJ--lJJ;~ 
Mayor of the city or Torrance 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

city Clerk or the city or TOrrance 

TorranOce, California 
October 13, 1.943 

Tbe Ci ty Counc1l of the Ci ty of TOrrance oonveud in a Regular 
Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall~ Torrance, oalifornia, 
on Wednesday, October 13, 1943; TUesday, October 12, having been a 
legal holiday. 

Mayor McGuire oalled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called th~ roll; those answering present be:i!ng 
Councilmen: Babcock, CUCCi, Hitchcoclc, Powell and McGuire. .Absent: 
Counoilmen: None. 

All those present in the Counoil Chamber saluted the Flagl 

COunoilman CUoci moved that the minutes of a Regular ~eting 
held september 28, H43, be approved as written. Oounoilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

epose

epose



WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read t'rom Mr. Logan R. cotton, Accountant 
and Auditor, submitting a proposal to make a detailed audit of the: 
accounts and records of the City of Torrance for the fiscal year 
1943-44 on the following basis: audit1ng accounts and records of 
the General Government, $450.00. Auditing accounts and recorcls of 
the water Department, t300.00. • . The above amounts being the same as 
has 'been paid Mr. cotton in prior years. 

COuncilman Powell moved that the City Clerk be instructed to 
advis~ Mr. cotton that the City wishes to renew its oontract with 
him for the auditing of the books of the General Government and of 
the water Department, for the fiscal year 1943-44, at the price 
stipulated in his letter. aouncilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
Which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, CUcci, Hi tchoock, P-owell and McGuire. NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSKNT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from Mr. H. C. call1han, Chairman of 
the Torranoe Rodeo Committee, requesting permission to hang banners 
across the interseotions of various streets in the City of Torrance, 
and at other locations within the City limits where the Committee 
believes it neoessary, for the purpose of advertising the Rodeo to 
b~ h~ld on October 24. Also, requesting permission to number the 
seats in th~ grandstand in the Munioipal Park for the reserved sec
tion. 

_ Councilman aitchcock moved that the request of the Torranoe 
Rodeo Committee to hang banners across various intersections in the 
City of Torrance;. and to number the seats in the grandstand in the 
Municipal Park, be granted . provided it meets with the approval of 
th~ ···Police Department, and with the stipulation that the banners be 
removed after the Rodeo is over. Councillnan Babcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Mrs. Francis P. Bartley, advising 
that the address at whioh she desired to park a house trailer, was 
2211 Andrea Avenue, and not 2215iAndreo; this oommunication having 
reference to a.previous letter from Mrs. Bartley, 1t:hich was read at 
the Council meeting of september 28, and1lhich was taken under ad
visement by the council. 

lI8.yor McGuire inquired if the Counoilmen wished to take any 
action Qn Mrs. Bartley's request at this time. 

COunoilman Hitohcock stated that ,as no deoision had been reaohed 
by the Counoilmen he thought it would be advisable to hold a special 
meeting 10 consider this matter. 

COUlJoilman Powell again expressed himself as being in favor of 
issuing temporary permits for the parking of trailers in the City of 
Torrance in order to relieve the present housing shortage; espeoially 
in those cases where they could get the use of sanitary faoilities. 

Mayor lloCuire suggested that a special-meeting be held on Thurs
day, October 14, at 8:00 P.M. to consider this matter; whioh was 
agre~d upon by the other Counoilmen. 

A communication .as read from Mrs. J. W. Alford, applying for a 
license to operate a jthil'd ai ty Taxi. 

counoilman Powell moved that the request of Mrs. J. if. Alford 
for a license to operate third taxi in the City of Torrance be granted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 1'01-
'lowing roll call Tote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUod, Hi toll-oook, 
Powell and McGuire. . NOES: OOUNCILMEII: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

A cOlWmnication was read from the City Engineer, regarding the 
method to be followed in the lioensing of heating contractors; stating 
that while attendi~g the Building Off1cials' confarence at Sa~ Fran
oisoo he had inqu1red about this and found that there was no fixed 



practice, but that the procedure :followed by most cities was to either 
charge the heating oontraotor :for a business license, or for a license 
listed as "Unolassified If. 

Engineer Jain made the reoommendation that any dealer or con
tractor who fUrnishes and installs stationary wall or :floor heaters 
should be either, (1) charged a business license :fee to sell and in
stall the article within the City; or (2) be charged the WODclass1-
fied" license fee of $12.00 per year •. The Plumbing Inspector would 
then issue the usual permit tor this installation and allow this con
tractor to do only this type of work, and install only the amount 
of pipe absolutely necessary for this particular installa~ion. 

Arter diSCUSSion, Councilman Hitchcock moved that the recoIlDllen
dation of the City Engineer :for the issuing of Business Licenses to 
~ontractors :for the installation o:f stationary type heaters in homes, 
under the -unclassified" heading, be concurred in. Councilman 
Babcock seconded. the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COtlNCII.M!:N: Ba.bcook, Cucci, Hitohcock, powell 
and McGu1re. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from the City Engineer that it 1s oost
ing the C1ty considera.bly more to make connections to sewers in the 
unimproved alleys than is being received as a permit :fee for such 
installations; adTising that the present fee for making such connec
tions is $14.00, and that the average cost 1s approximately $20.00. 

Engineer Jain recommended that a uniform :fee of #25.00 be estab
lished to cover connections to all sewers in unimproved alleys lying 
within the old boundries of the TOrrance Tract, i.e. cranshaw Blvd., 
Dominguez street, 'Iestern Avenue -and the alley south o:f Plaza del 
Amo; this figure being basad on a maximum o:f 10 ft. ot sewer line 
between the lateral and the property line. In such portions at the 
City where the length ot house connect10n necessary exceeds 10 ft. 
he recommended an add1tiomal charge o:f $2.00 per toot for the addi
tional p1pe used in excess o:f the 10 ft. 

Engineer Jain further recommended that a resolution be passed 
establishing permit tees :for sewer connections throughout the area 
now served by sewers, as tollows: 

(1) Vista Highlands Tract - $25.00 :for connection tee only, 
with no . 1nstallatio~ to be done by the 01ty. 

(2) Park Knolls Tract - tl.50 per connect10n;no installation 
to be done by the City. 

(3.) Torrance Tract - $5.75, within alleys improved prior to 
1930, wi th 1"1111 tepaving j no installation by ai ty. 

(4) TOrrance Tract - 125.00 minimum, .i th1n all unimproved 
alleys; with $2.00 per :foot additional tor each add1tional 
:foot over ten (10) :feet. 

( 5) san ta Fe Tract (BOuthwest of Plaza del Amo) - $25.00 mini
mum, plus $2.00 per lineal toot over ten feet. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that the reoommendations o:f the City 
Engineer be concurred in. 

Engineer Jain advised that since writingth1s letter he had 
talked with Mr. parks and stated.that h1s recommendation ot $25.00 
:for sewer connections in unimproved alleys may be a little high. 
He explained that the reason it is costing the C1ty so much is that 
we do not have a regular sewer crew and every time a request tor a 
sewer oonn.ection 1s made it is necessary to pull the crew o:ft of other 
work, and the services ot three men is necessary. 

Arter cons1derable d1scussion it was decided that a tee ot 
$22.50 would be more equ1 table for makiIig sewer connections in un
improved alleys; with an add1t10nal charge ot $1.00 per lineal :foot 
for all sewer p1pe installed in excess o:f ten feet. 

Counoilman CUooi moved that a resolution be passed, as recom
mended by Engineer Jain, nth the exception that the charge tor 
making sewer conneotions in unimproved alleys shall be established 
at $2·2.50 minimum, with an additional oharge o:f $1.00 per lineal 
toot for all sewer pipe installed in excess of ten feet; the number 
of said Resolution being: 



RESOLUTION NO. 1010 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRJNCE RS'fABLISHING 
PERMIT FEES FOR SEWER CONNECTIONS 
WITHIN THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Co~oilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was oarried by 
the following roll call vete: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, 
Hitohoook, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMlm: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented a Lease between the Paoific Electrio 
,Railway Company and the City of Torrance, covering a two foot strip 
of right-of-way property, extending from the Paoifio Electrio station 
to western Avenue, for beautifioation purposes; said Lease being for 
the term of one year'from October 1, 1943 to september 30, 1944. 

Councilman Hitohoock moved that the Mayor and City Clerk be 
authorized to enter into a lease with the Pacific Eleotrio Railway 
Oompany for the two foot s~rip. Councilman Powell seoonded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Cucoi, Hitohoook, Powell·and MoGuire.N0ES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: ·Non. ~ 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. loll 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANOE, ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 
CERTAIN TAX DEEDED LANDS IN THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, AND INSTRUCTING THE CITY 
CLERK TO APPLY TO LOS ANGELES OOUNTY 
FOR SUCH TAX DEEDS. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that Resolution No. loll be adopted. 
Counoilman Hi tchoock seoonded the mot1on, whiob. was oarried by the 
following roll Ilall vote: AYES: cmuNOIIJIEN: Baboook, aucoi, 
Hi tchcook, Powell and )(oGuire. NOES: COUNOILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNC ILMEN: None. 

Olerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1012 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING DEED FROM 
OOUNTY OF LOS ANGELES COVERING CERTAIN 
TAX-DEEDED PROPERTIES IN SAID CITY OF 
TORRANCE AND AlJTHORIZING REOORDING OF 
SAME. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1012 be adopt.ed. 
Counoilman Babcook seconded tllemot1on, whiob. was oarried by the 
f'ollonngroll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUoci, 
Hi tchoook, Powell and MaGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett prese~ted for second and final reading, and 
~ead title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 348 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY ·COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE CREATING 
A FUND FOR CAPITAL OUTLAYS. 
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counoilman CUcci moved th$t further reading of Ordinance No. 
348 be dispensed with. aouncilman Babcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Oouncilman CUoci moved that Ordinance No. 348 be adopted. for 
second and final readini;. Councilman Hitchoook seconded the motion, 
which was adopted by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Baboook, Cucoi, Hitohoock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUN
OILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

- . 
Councilman Powell advised that Frederick A. T:t.ffany had handed 

in his resignation as Rangemaster, effeotive October 10, U43; his 
reason being that; he expects to enter essential war work. He 
fu,ther stated that it was his understanding, waen they set up the 
pay inerease for all City employees, that Mr. Tif:tany was included, 
but he has been informed Mr. Tiffany failed to get any increase; and 
inquired. of Clerk Bartlett if that was correot. 

Clerk Bartlett said he was und.er the impression that he did get 
an increase, but would look it up. 

Counoilman Powell said he be Heved Mr. Tif:rany should get an 
increase of t10.00 per month, retroaotive from the time it was set 
up, i.e. July 1, U43. Whereupon Counoilman Powell moved that the 
resignation of Frederiok A. Tiffany, as Rangemaste:r, be accepted., 
effective Ootober 10, 1943; and that the salary for that position 
be established at $85.00 per month for the fiscal yea.r 1943-44.; 
and if it is found that baok pay is due Mr. Tiffany, that it be paid 
to him. Counoilman Hitchcock second.ed the motion, whioh was carried. 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, 
Hitchcock, Powell and McQuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT': 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powell advised that Chief Stroh had. recommended that 
this vaoancy be f1l1ed by Mr. Olarenoe Kyle, who was temporarily em
ployed in the Bus Department; and Illoved that Mr. Kyle be employad 
as Rangemaster, on a part-tima, temporary basis, at a salary of 
$85.00 per month, a:t.'fe,oti ve October 9, 1943. Councilman CUcci 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: .AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, aucci, Hitchoook, Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. A]3SENT: COUNCILMEN: .None. 

Councilman Powell advised that he had reoeived. a letter from. 
Mrs. Matilda \fin ters, who operatas a hotel at 1210 El Prado, re
questing that the two-hour parking limit be discontinued on El prad.o, 
between sartori A.venue and Borqer A.venue, in order to accommodate 
the patrons of her hotel; explaining that praotically all the stores 
1n this blook were vacant, and that it is impossible to rent garage 
spaoe. 

Mayor McGuire said. it was his understanding that Chief Stroh 
had made a recommendation to this effect, and suggested that the 
matter be held in abeyance unt.il the Chief returns. 

Counoilman Powell stated he had a reoommendation from. Chief 
McMaster, of the Eire Department, that the salary 01' Fireman George 
Strong be increa.sed. $10.00 per month, as he has served the regUlar 
six months probation period on the Fire Departrrent. Yihereupon, 
Counoilman Eowell moved. that the salary of George strong be in
creased $10.00 per month, effeotive October 7, 1943. Councilman 
Hitchcook seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by the following roll 
call vote: A.YE:S: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, CUod, Hi tehoook, Powell 
and MoQuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. .ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell advised _that he had. a further reoommendation 
from Chief MoMaster that the salary of Fireman George strong be in
oreased an additional $10.00 per month, equivalent to that received 
by other City employees. 



Councilman HitcllI:cook moved that this matter be referred to the 
Council as a whole for further consideration and report. Counoilman 
Powell seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell stated that he had reoeived several requests 
frClIll employees of the Defense Plant looated on 21.3th street, that a 
Pedestrian Zone or Crossing be established on Cabrillo Av:enue, at 
213th street. 

Aft.er discussion, Counoilman Powell moved that traffic stripes, 
establishing a pedestrian orossing, be painted on Cabrillo Avenue, 
at 213th street, w1th the recommendation of the Chief .of Police. 
Councilman Hitohoock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Cucci, 
Hi tchoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counc1lman CUcci stated that Mrs. Slonecker, of the ialteria 
Civic Organization, had requested the laan of 100 chairs on Ootober 
16, and offered a motion that the request of Mrs. Slonecker be 
granted, provided the chairs are available. Councilman Babcock 
se~onded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Counci~ Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to ex
ceed $375.00 be authoriz.ed for rock and oil for surfacing the City 
Yard and Huber street, between the City Garage and Torrance Blvd. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, 
Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropr1ation of $66.00, plus 
tax, be made for the purchase of three sets of Keystone Hones tor 
use in the C1ty Garage. Councilman Babc'ock seconded the mot1on, 
which was carr1ed by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock,Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMlm: None. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that the City Clerk be instructed 
to set up an aocount on his books covering expenses of Post War 
Planning. 'llhioh is required to take oare of the expehses incurred 
in the Engineering Department while working on maps, etc • . Council
man Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried. by the following 
roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUcci, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: N@lle. USENT.: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Mayor MoGuire stated that nothing further had been done for the 
Library building in Walterla, and suggested that this be included 
in the Post war Planning projects. 

Councilman Powell said he thought lie should also consider a 
building for recreational faoilities for Walter1a. 

Councilman Baboock moved that William T. Agee be employed as 
Bus Driver, on a temporary basis. effective september 28, 1943, at 
a salary of ~70.00 per month, to replace Mr. A. K. Hill. COu.tlCil
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
~: No.ne. 

Councilman Babcook moved that Virgil H. Plunkett be amployed as 
Bus Driver1,on a temporary basis, effeotive October 4, 1943, at a 
salary ot 1'-l70.00 per month, to replace Mr. J. J. Metcalfe. COun
cilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, 
Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire •. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNC ILMEN : None. 
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Councilman Babcock moved that Miss Edith B. smith be employed, 
under Civil ·Service., as stenographer in the Bus Department, effec
tive October 4, 194~, at a salary of $150.00 per month. Council
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was. carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Banco6k, cucci, Hitchcock, 
Powell and MaGuire. NOES: COUNCII...MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock moved that an appropriation of .9~4.90 be 
authori~ed for the reoonditioning of Motor Bus No. 104 by the White 
Motor company. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 90UNOIIMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. . 

Councilman Babcock moved that Mrs. Florence Hall be employed 
on a part-time, temporary baS-iS, to assist Mrs. Bop.rer at the Recrea
tion Center, 24 hours 'weekly, effective October 19, 1945; at an 
hourly wage of fift.y cents per hour. Councilman Hi tchcocks.aconded 
the motion, which was C6n:-1ed by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN·: Babcock, cucci, Hitohcock, Powell and McGuire:. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: CQUNCIIMEN: None. 

Engineer Jain advised that Police Chief stroh is havillg con
si~erable difficulty in handling traffic on Cabrillo Aven~, due 
to cars turning in the middle of the block, and suggested the use 
of diagonal asphalt stripes in the middle of the street, with a 
double str4le on e1 ther silie; and' further suggested putting these 
in same time this winter, and he would have the traffic stripe painter 
place a double stripe to make a way tor the asphalt stripes, which 
would b.e two or three 1nches h1gh, and would disoourage turning :iln 
the middle of the blook. 

Councilman H1 tchoook said he thought the.- counoil should g1 ve 
this matter some study betore authorizing any obstruotions l1ke that 
in the business district, on the main h1~way. 

City Attorney McCall made a report on the housing situation; 
expla1n1ng that at the last Council meeting he had been reques'ted 
to oheck the procedure in conneotion with violations of the Housing 
aot; partioularly with regard to the moving of families into store 
buildings • . 

Mr. MoCall explained that the law says the party hav1ng the 
knowledge ot the condition shall sign a oomplaint, if prosecution 
is to be made. In some cities, he said, the Health Department 
handles that s1tuation by making its report and signing a - oomplaint 
before either a Just10e of Peaoe or City .rudge, and then the owner 
and tenant are brought in. In the City of Los Angeles, and other 
ci ties, the City Attorney's otf1ce sends a letter out to the parties 
who are charged with v101at1ng the . Housing Aot, requesting that they 
come in on a certain day and show cause why a complaint should not 
be filed against them. The Los Angeles C1ty Attorney's office re
ports that by this method most of the oomplaints are oorreoted and 
very few proseoutions have to be made. SO, it is in order tor 
either the City Building Inspector, .or the Chief of Polioe, or the 
Hefllth Department, to file the complaillt. 

Mr. McCall recommended that a , letter be sent out from his offiee 
or from the Police Department, or from any other department the Coun
oil might suggest, to the parties, along the lines used by the City 
of Los Angeles, requesting those who are charged with violating the 
Housing Act, to come in on a certain day and show cause why they 
should not be proseouted. In that way it might be that no proseou
tions will be necessary. 

Mayor McGuire asked if it wouldn't be better tor . the City Attor
ney to handle th1s. 

Ml'. McCall said he would be glad to send the letters out, request-
ing that they come in and show cause • . 



Councilman CUcci moved that the City Building 
Attorney and the Chief of Police be appointed on a 
vestigate the unsanitary conditions throughout the 
whatever is deemed·necessary by the COllIlllittee. 

Inspector, City 
committee to in
City, and do 

Mr. MoCall replied that the investigations had already been 
made. 

Counoilman Baboock seconded the motion, whioh was ca~ried unani
mously. 

Engineer Jain said he didn't think the Building Inspeotor should 
have to sign the complaints, and believed the County Health Depart
ment should be brought into this. 

Mr. MCCall suggested, as this is somewhat technical, that the 
City Attorney should send out the letters requesting that they show 
cause; and that all the complaints should be drawn by the City Attor
ney's office. 

COunoilman CUoci moved that the City Attorney send letters to 
violators of the Housing Ac~, requesting them to came in and show 
cause why oomplaints-should not be filed against them; and also that 
complaints, recommended by the BUilding Inspector or the Health 
Department, be drawn by the City Attorney's office. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CUCCi, Hitchcock, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: None. 

The City Attorney called attention to the faot that at a Joint 
meeting of the City Council and the Civil Service Board a short time 
ago, a motion was-made by Councilman Powell that a stenographer be 
hired, to work in the Bus Department and the City Attorney's office, 
but was to be employed under the jurisdiction of the City Attorney's 
offioe. He explained that there was considerable work to be done in 
his office and he was badly in need of a secretary. 

Mayor McGuire advised Attorney McCall that he would talk to 
Miss Edith Smith about this. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. J. H. Pine, of the firm of Katz and Pine, subdividers and 
builders of the Park Knolls Tract, made a plea for the use of a 
substitute material for stucco wire; explaining that it was practi
cally impossible to get the type of wire approved by the Building 
Inspector, as it was no longer. being manufactured, and the one or 
two dealers who still had a small amount of this approved wire were 
charging an exhorbitant price for it, thereby increasing the cost 
of his houses. He stated that this new type of reinforcing wire 
was being used in the cities of LOs Angeles, -Long Beach, and else
where, and that the F.H.A. has approved its use. He stated he 
had a gentleman here who would like to explain to the council, the 
merits of this new type of wire. 

A representative of the Blue Diamond corporation, dealers in 
building materials, then displayed samples of the reinforcing stuoco 
wire,which Mr. Pine had made reference to, which had a rectangular 
mesh 2" x 4". He explained that this material has been used largely 
in Long Beach and Lakewood Village, where it has proven very satis
factory, and had caused the least cracking of any material that had 
been put onjand that every engineer who has used it says they would 
rather use it than any other type of wire. He said that his Company 
can definitely recommend this wire as an excellent product, and a 
product superior to-that which has been used in ninety percent of 
the houses in Los Angeles; and that it will last longer than chicken 
wire. . 

Engineer Jain stated that he had allowed Mr .. Pine to use this 
wire on two or three jobs, and also one other contractor to use it 
on one job, because they olaimed they couldn't get any other wire. 
Then it developed that they could get all the wire they needed. 
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Mr. Jain said it was his opinion, as well as that of other building 
inspectors, that they should not let down the standards of the 
Building Code as long as the approved type of wire could be obtained; 
but that he wouldn't want to hold up building if it was found that 
the other wire couldn't be obtained. "If it is only a matter of 
cost-, said Mr. Jain, "I feel that we should not lower the building 
standards." 

Councilman Hitchcock inquired if he would allow substitute 
material where other material is not available. 

Engineer Jain replied that if other wire is not available, then 
he would be willing to accept this other type of wire. 

Mr. Driscoll, a plastering contractor, stated that he was work
ing on some 169 houses in Lakewood Village, and was using this new 
type of wire exclusively, and preferred it to the old type; stating 
that it gives a better job free from cracks. 

Engineer Jain asked him if he did not find quite a tew spots 
that were not sufficiently covered with plaster. Mr. Driscoll re
plied that some times you will have a lather that will not stretch 
the wire tight enough. 

Engineer Jain said that was one of the objections; that he did 
not have the time to give sufficient inspection to guard against this. 

Engineer Jain further stated that at the Building Inspectors 
Conference which he had recently attended in san Francisco, the use 
of this wire was one of the subjects discussed, and that he had 
tried to get the Inspectors to say they would approve its use, but 
none of them would definitely give their approval. 

After quite a lengthy discussion of this matter, Counci~an 
Powell stated that in his opinion it will eventually be necessary 
to allow the use of this wire and he thought Engineer Jain snould 
be relieved of tne responsibility of holding to the requirements 
of the Building code. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that thQ City Engineer be instructed 
to allow the use of this 2" x,4" mesh, 16 gauge, reinforcing wire 
until further instructions are given him by the council. 

Councilman Cucci offered an amendment to the motion - ~ro-
viding that other wire is not available". _. 

Councilman Hitchcock object6d to this amendment and it was with
drawn. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, whioh was oarried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Plomert J a representative of the General Petrole·um corpor
ation, presented a resolution from the 'l"orranoe Industries 'rax 
Committee recommending use of surplus funds of the oity, which was 
read by Clerk Bartlett. Mr. Plomert requested the oooperation of 
the C'ouncll and City o·ft"ieials in a survey,. wJ:lioh he said the_ 
Torrance Industries Tax Committee 1s pla-nning to make within the 
next month or so. 

Mr. Riohard Miller, 2552 Sonoma street, inquired of Clerk 
Bartlett if a petition had been presented to him, in reference to 
the reopening of the 'forrance Municipal A.uditorium fQr the holding 
of dances and other civio affairs. . 

Upon being advised by Clerk Bartlett that no suoh petition 
had been received, Mr. Miller inquired if it was the intention to 
continue to keep the Auditorium closed up tight. 

Mayor McGuire repl1eCl. that it was, since the Auditorium was 
the only building available for Civilian Defense, and explained 
that we are working under the orders of the O.C.D. for this area 
and they had made a recommendation to close the Auditorium. 

Councilman Hi'lichcock moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. O"ouncilman Babcock seconded the motion, whi ch was passed by 
the following roll call vote: A.lES: OOUNCIlJJIlEN:: Babcock, CUcoi, 
Hitcl].cock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 4BSEN'l': 
COUNCILMEN: None. 



At 10:40 P.M., on motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seoonded by 
aouncilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

~t&!to~ 
MINU'l"ES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE OITY COUNCIL OF 
THE OITY OF TORRANaE 

Torrance, California 
October 2&, 1943. 

The ~i ty Council of the Oi ty of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Oounc11 Ohamber7 Oity Hall, Torrance, oaliforn1a, 
on Tuesday, October 2&, 1943, at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order • 
. 

Olerk Bartlett oalled the roll; those answering present being 
Oouncilmen: Baboock, Cucci, Hitchoook, Powell and MoGUire. Absent: 
COuncilmen: None. 

All those present in the COunoil Chamber saluted the Flagl 

Oouncilman Ba,bcook moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held October 13, 1943, be approved as written. COuncilman Hitchcook 
seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

ItRIT'l'EN OOMMUNICATIONS 

A oommunication was read from the Oity o~ Roseville, Oalifornia, 
requesting a copy of the Torrance Curt'e ... Ordinance, for their guid
ance in preparing a sim11ar ordinance. 

A communioation was read from the California Federation of 
Wamen's Olubs, eommend.ing the Torrance 01 ty Council for their action 

. in enforoing the curfew Law, s.tating it was their belief that th1s 
law w111 materially help 1n curb1ng juvenile delinquency. 

A communicat10n was read from William R. staats company, offer
ing to sell the aity $2,000 Torrance Munic1pal Improvement District 
No. 1 - ~ Bonds, due July 1, 1954, 8. t a pr1ce of t21~~7 .20, plus 
aocrued interest of four months at ~, amounting to 'f'R1.00; or a 
total of $2,&37.20; this offer being made subject to prior sale and 
confirmation by said COmpany. G:lerk Bartlett stated that the pur
chase of these Bonds ,..as recommended by Mr. stanger, Mgr •• of the 
water Department. 
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COuncilman Hitchcock moved that the Manager of the Water Depart
ment be author1z.ed to purohase the Bonds of the Torrance Mun1eipal 
water Distr1et1 wh1eh has been offered by the William R. staats eo., 
at a price of ~2,03.7.2.0. Councilman t::uooi seooDied the motion, 
whioh was carried by the following roll oall vote; AYES: COUNOIL
MEN: Babcook, CUoci, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUN
CILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNOILMEN: None. 
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